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Dr. Adam Sobel is a professor at Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory and 
Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Sciences. He is an atmospheric scientist who 
specializes in the dynamics of climate and weather, particularly in the tropics, on time scales of 
days to decades.  
 
A major focus of his current research is extreme events - such as hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 
and droughts, and the risks these pose to human society in the present and future climate. He 
leads the Columbia University Initiative on Extreme Weather and Climate.  Together with 
colleagues in both academia and the insurance industry, Sobel has also been developing models 
to assess the risk of rare but extremely damaging extreme weather events, particularly tropical 
cyclones, tornadoes, and hail. 
 
Sobel holds a Bachelor’s degree in Physics and Music from Wesleyan University, and a Ph.D. in 
Meteorology from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In the last few years, he has 
received the Meisinger Award from the American Meteorological Society, the Excellence in 
Mentoring Award from the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University, an AXA 
Award in Extreme Weather and Climate from the AXA Research Fund, and an Ascent Award 
from the Atmospheric Sciences Section of the American Geophysical Union. Sobel is author or 
co-author of over 125 peer-reviewed scientific articles, and his book about Hurricane Sandy, 
Storm Surge, published in October 2014 by Harper-Collins, received the 2014 Atmospheric 
Science Librarians International Choice Award in the popular category and the 2016 Louis J. 
Battan Award from the American Meteorological Society. 
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